The Ancient Americas Vocabulary 

1. The mountain system extending along the Western coast of South America - the Andes Mountains. The Andes Mountains were home to the Inca Civilization.

2. The Aztecs settled on an island in Lake Texcoco in 1325. They ruled a large empire in what is now central and southern Mexico.

3. Spanish conquerors or conquistadors conquered the civilizations of the Aztecs and Inca. They were in search of gold and riches.

4. Many Native Americans died from disease (small pox) brought over by the Spanish colonist.

5. Francisco Pizarro, a Spanish conquistador, captured and killed the Inca emperor. By 1535, Pizarro had captured most of the Inca empire.

6. Hernan Cortes, a Spanish conquistador, defeated the Aztecs (with the help of Aztec enemies) in 1521.

7. The Inca, Native South Americans who, at the time of the Spanish conquest in 1532, ruled an empire that extended along the Pacific coast and Andean highlands from the northern border of modern Ecuador to the Maule River in central Chile.

8. Machu Picchu was a city of the Inca Empire. It is sometimes called the "lost city" because the Spanish never discovered the city when they conquered the Inca in the 1500s.

9. The Mayans were a great civilization located in present day central America. Around 900 CE, the Maya cities were deserted. Some people remained, and their descendants still live in Central America today.

10. The Mayan Calendar - the ancient Mayas invented a calendar of remarkable accuracy and complexity. The Maya calendar uses three different dating systems in parallel, the Long Count, the Tzolkin (divine calendar), and the Haab (civil calendar). Of these, only the Haab has a direct relationship to the length of the year.

11. The Aztec, Mayan and Inca practiced polytheistic (belief in many gods) religions.

12. The king of the Aztecs, Moctezuma, welcomed Cortes. He thought Cortes was the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl. He is the creator sky-god.

13. The capital city of the Aztec empire, Tenochtitlan, is located where Mexico City is today.

14. One of the most advanced indigenous cultures of the ancient Americas, the Mayans began as hunter-gatherers and migrated into the Yucatán around 2500 B.C.

